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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

Q)M Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,2,4-7, and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ananda, U.S. Patent 5,638,513. 

As per claim 1 , it is disclosed by Ananda of a method comprising communicating 
a copy of content material to a receiving device. A security challenge is communicated 
to the receiving device when the copy of the content material is communicated to the 
receiving device (col. 2, lines 47-58; col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 14, lines 29-32; col. 22, 
lines 50-54). A security response, based on the security challenge, from the receiving 
device when the copy of the content material is removed from the receiving device (col. 
9, line 66 through col. 10, line 10). 
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As per claim 2, Ananda teaches of certifying of the receiving device before 
communicating the copy of the content material to the receiving device (col. 3, lines 12- 
14; col. 11, lines 2-25; and col. 12, lines 29-45). 

As per claims 4 and 5, it is disclosed by Ananda of generating a random number, 
encrypting the random number (via a public key of a public-private key pair) that is 
associated with the receiving device to form the security challenge and the security 
response includes the random number. The receiving device is verified before 
communicating the copy of the content material to the receiving device wherein 
certification of the receiving device includes encryption (via a public key of a public- 
private key pair) of the receiving device (col. 11, lines 2-25 and col. 12, lines 29-45). 

As per claim 6, Ananda discloses of a catalog controller that provides a limited 
number of simultaneous copies of content material to a receiving device. An encrypter 
that is configured to provide a security challenge to a receiving device when the catalog 
controller provides a security challenge to a receiving device to provide a copy of the 
content material: A return verifier receives a security response from the receiving 
device when the copy of the content material is removed from the receiving device and 
notifies the catalog controller whether the security response corresponds to an 
appropriate response to the security challenge (col. 2, lines 47-58; col. 3, lines 12-14; 
col. 9, line 66 through col. 10, line 10; col. 11, lines 2-25; and col. 12, lines 29-45; col. 
14, lines 29-32; and col. 22, lines 50-54). 

As per claim 7, Ananda teaches of a certification verifier that is configured to 
verify a certification of the receiving device. A catalog controller is further configured to 
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provide the content material in dependence upon the certification of the receiving device 
(col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 11, lines 2-25; and col. 12, lines 29-45). 

As per claim 9 and 10, Ananda discloses of an encryptor configured to encrypt a 
random number (via a public key of a public-private key pair) that is associated with the 
receiving device to form a security challenge. The return verifier is configured to 
compare the security response to the random number to determine whether the security 
response corresponds to the appropriate response to the security challenge. A 
certification verifier is configured to verify a certification of the receiving device and the 
catalog controller is configured to provide the content material in dependence upon the 
certification of the receiving device. The certification of the receiving device uses 
encryption (includes a public key of the public-private key pair of the receiving 
device)(col. 11, lines 2-25 and col. 12, lines 29-45). 

As per claim 1 1 , the teachings of Ananda recite of a receiving device that 
receives content material and a corresponding security challenge from a check- 
out/check-in device. Memory is configured to store the content material and the 
corresponding security challenge. A security device is configured to erase the content 
material from the memory and communicate a security response to the check- . 
out/check-in device based on the security challenge that is associated with the content 
material (col. 2, lines 47-58; col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 9, line 66 through col. 10, line 10; 
col. 11, lines 2-25; and col. 12, lines 29-45; col. 14, lines 29-32; and col. 22, lines 50- 
54). 
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As per claim 12, Ananda teaches of a security device that is configured to 
communicate certification of the receiving device to the check-out/check-in device to 
enable the check-out/check-in device to provide content material to the receiving device 
(col. 11, lines 2-25 and col. 12, lines 29-45). 

As per claims 1 3 and 1 4, it is disclosed by Ananda of a security device that 
includes a decrypter that decrypts the security challenge (via a private key of a public- 
private key pair that is associated with the receiving device) to form the security 
response. The security device is further configured to communicate a certification of the 
receiving device to the check-out/check-in device to enable the check-out/check-in 
device to provide the content material to the receiving device. The certification of the 
receiving device uses encryption (includes a public key of a public-private key pair) (col. 
1 1, lines 2-25 and col. 12, lines 29-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ananda, U.S. Patent 5,638,513 in further view of Bereiter, U.S. Patent 5,754,763. 

The teachings of Ananda disclose of managing the distribution of content 
material based on certification of a receiving device that is issued a security challenge. 
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The teachings of Ananda are silent in disclosing of maintaining a count of the 
simultaneous copies of the content material, including incrementing the count when the 
copy of the content material is communicated to the receiving device and decrementing 
the count when the security response is received from the receiving device, wherein 
communicating the copy of the material is dependent upon the count of the 
simultaneous copies. Bereiter discloses of maintaining a count of the simultaneous 
copies of the content material, including incrementing the count when the copy of the 
content material is communicated to the receiving device and decrementing the count 
when the security response is received from the receiving device, wherein 
communicating the copy of the material is dependent upon the count of the 
simultaneous copies (see abstract; col. 1, lines 6-10; column 8, lines 44-67; and col. 9, 
lines 1-7). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have been motivated to apply the counting of simultaneous copies of 
content material. Bereiter recites motivation for this concept by disclosing of the need to 
audit the use of licensed software without adding overhead to the system and without 
requiring user interaction and it helps determine if software usage has exceeded a given 
authorization (col. 2, lines 6-9 and col. 3, lines 10-19). The teachings of Ananda are 
directed towards the protection of content material and it is obvious that the teachings of 
Bereiter add additional means of protection by monitoring content material to determine 
if authorization has been complied with based on the number of copies being used. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher A. Revak whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3794. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Christopher Revak 
AU 2131 
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